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The Ascension of the Lord
1 & 2 June 2019

Reverend Father John Anthony Pietruszka celebrates his First Mass at 4:00 PM on 1 June.

Organ Prelude
“Prayer of Christ Ascending to His Father” … Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992)
And now, O Father, I have manifested Thy name unto men … and now, I am no more in the world,
But these are in the world and I come to Thee. (The Gospel of Saint John)

Entrance Procession
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Introit: “Viri Galilaei” … Graduale Romanum
Viri Galilaei, quid admiramini aspicientes in caelum? alleluia: quemadmodum vidistis eum
ascendentem in caelum, ita veniet, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Ps. Omnes gentes plaudite
manibus: jubilate Deo in voce exsultationis.
Men of Galilee, why are you gazing in astonishment at the sky? alleluia; just as you have
seen him ascend into heaven, thus in a like manner shall he return, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Ps. All nations, clap your hands; shout unto God with a voice of joy.
(Acts 1: 11; Psalm 46/47)

Kyrie eleison

Gloria in excelsis Deo
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Collect
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Liturgy of the Word
First Reading

Acts 1: 1-11
In the first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until
the day he was taken up, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to
the apostles whom he had chosen. He presented himself alive to them by
many proofs after he had suffered, appearing to them during forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God. While meeting with the them, he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for "the promise of the
Father about which you have heard me speak; for John baptized with water,
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."
When they had gathered together they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" He answered them, "It is not for
you to know the times or seasons that the Father has established by his own
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they were
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight. While
they were looking intently at the sky as he was going, suddenly two men
dressed in white garments stood beside them. They said, "Men of Galilee,
why are you standing there looking at the sky? This Jesus who has been
taken up from you into heaven will return in the same way as you have seen
him going into heaven."
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 47: 2-3, 6-7, 8-9

All you peoples, clap your hands, shout to God with cries of gladness,
for the LORD, the Most High, the awesome, is the great king over all the earth.
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
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God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; the LORD, amid trumpet blasts.
Sing praise to God, sing praise; sing praise to our king, sing praise.
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
For king of all the earth is God; sing hymns of praise.
God reigns over the nations, God sits upon his holy throne.
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

Second Reading

Hebrews 9: 24-28; 10: 19-23
Christ did not enter into a sanctuary made by hands, copy of the true one, but
heaven itself, that he might now appear before God on our behalf. Not that
he might offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters each year into the
sanctuary with blood that is not his own; if that were so, he would have had
to suffer repeatedly from the foundation of the world. But now once for all
he has appeared at the end of the ages to take away sin by his sacrifice. Just
as it is appointed that men and women die once, and after this the judgment,
so also Christ, offered once to take away the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to take away sin but to bring salvation to those who eagerly
await him.
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since through the blood of Jesus we have
confidence of entrance into the sanctuary by the new and living way he opened for us through the veil, that is, his flesh, and since we have “a great
priest over the house of God," let us approach with a sincere heart and in
absolute trust, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and
our bodies washed in pure water. Let us hold unwaveringly to our confession that gives us hope, for he who made the promise is trustworthy.
Lector: The word of the Lord.

Response: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia

Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; I am with you always, until the end of the world.
(Matthew 28: 29a, 20b)

Holy Gospel

Luke 24: 46-53

Priest: The Lord be with you.
Response: And with your spirit.
Priest: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Response: Glory to you, O Lord.
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Jesus said to his disciples: "Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer and
rise from the dead on the third day and that repentance, for the forgiveness
of sins, would be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold I am sending the
promise of my Father upon you; but stay in the city until you are clothed
with power from on high."
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, raised his hands, and blessed them.
As he blessed them he parted from them and was taken up to heaven. They
did him homage and then returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and they
were continually in the temple praising God.
Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.
Response: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily
Profession of Faith
The Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of
the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him
all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
[bow] and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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Prayer of the Faithful
Lector: Let us pray to the Lord.
Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Offertory

Offertorium: “Ascendit Deus” … Graduale Romanum
Ascendit Deus in jubilatione, Dominus in voce tubae, alleluia.
God has gone up amidst shouts of joy, the Lord to the sound of the trumpet, alleluia.
(Psalm 46/47: 6)

Motet: “Ascendit Deus” … Ferdinand Schaller (1875-1921)
(See Offertorium above for Text & Translation.)
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Sanctus

Missa XVIII

Mysterium Fidei

Amen

Our Father (Pater noster at 4:00 P.M.)
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Agnus Dei

Communion Procession
Guidelines for Receiving Communion
Catholics in full communion with the Church, who are properly disposed to receive Communion, not
conscious of grave sin and who have typically fasted for at least one hour, are invited to come forward to
receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ through the participation in Holy Communion.
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and sisters. Because
Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of the oneness of faith, life,
and worship, members of those churches with whom we are not yet fully united are not ordinarily admitted
to Holy Communion. Members of the Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish
National Catholic Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own Churches. The Roman Catholic
Church does not object to the reception of Communion by Christians of these Churches. We pray for the
full visible unity among all Christians.
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Communio: “Psallite Domino” with Psalm 67/68 … Graduale Romanum
Psallite Domino, qui ascendit super caelos caelorum ad Orientem, alleluia.
Sing to the Lord, who has ascended the highest heavens to the East, alleluia.
(Psalm 67/68: 33-34)

Motet: “Tu es sacerdos in aeternum” … Robert Kreutz (1922-1996)
Tu es sacerdos in aeternum secundum ordinem Melchisedech. Juravit Dominus, et non
poenitebit eum: Tu es sacerdos in aeternum.
You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. The Lord has sworn,
and will not forsake it: You are a priest forever.
(Psalm 109/110: 4)
(In celebration of the Ordination of John Anthony Pietruszka to the Sacred Priesthood.)

Hymn: “Regina Caeli, laetare!” … Tonus simplex

Final Blessing & Dismissal
Priest: The mass is ended, go in peace, alleluia, alleluia.
Response: Thanks be to God, alleuia, alleluia.
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The Saint Michael Prayer
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our safeguard against the
wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and
do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into Hell Satan
and all the other evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen.
Priest: Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,
All: Have mercy on us.
(3 x)

Organ Postlude
“Christ in Majesty asking His Father to glorify Him” … Olivier Messiaen
Father, the hour has come: glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son may glorify Thee. (Saint John)

The Responsorial Psalm setting © 2015 by Royce Nickel in the Creative Commons.
All other music reprinted with permission under OneLicense.Net License Number A-726639.
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