
 

 

1640 Addison Street, Berkeley, CA 94703 

Phone (510) 843-2244    Fax (510) 843-2730  

Email: info@stjosephtheworkerchurch.org  

 www.StJosephTheWorkerChurch.org 

 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 

Mass: 9:00 am  
 
 

SUNDAY 
Mass: 8:00 am 

Confessions:  9:45 am  
Mass: 10:00 am 

Mass: (Spanish) 11:30 am 
 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:  

6:00 pmð7:00 pm 
Confessions: 6:00 pmð6:45 pm  

 

STAFF 
 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega 
 

In Residence: Rev. Raphael Okitafumba 
 

Deacon Jos® Manuel P®rez, Permanent Deacon  
 

Eddie Valladao, Sacristan  
 

Gloria Maldonado,  
Parish Secretary, Safe Environment Coordinator 

 
Elizabeth Oishi Comly, Parish Events Coordinator 

 

MINISTRIES 
Baptism/Bautismos 

Deacon Jos® Manuel P®rez 
Platicas: Los domingos.  

Para otro dia llamar a la oficina.  
 

Lectors/Lectores 
Chris Notti (English) 
Erika Guerrero (Espa¶ol) 

 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

 Tita Brodt (English) 
Ruben Araujo (Espa¶ol)  

 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday thru Friday 9:00 amð6:00 pm  
(Closed 12 Noonð1:00 pm for lunch) 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - January 28, 2018 



 

 

Would you like to have a Mass offered  

in honor or memory of someone?  

 
It is easy, stop by our parish office or email  
Gloria Maldonado, our parish secretary at:  
gloria@stjosephtheworkerchurch.org 

 
If you have a particular date in mind, let us know and we will 
try and accommodate you. The suggested donation is $10.00. 

8:00am  ï Fr. Bruce Lamb  
10:00am  ï Fr. Raphael Okitafumba  
11:30am (Spanish) ï Fr. Hung Pham  

Masses, January 28, 2018 

MASS INTENTIONS  
 
Sunday            January 28th 
 8:00 am       Sofia Rieza  +  
      10:00 am     Isabel Lopez  
      11:30 am       St. Joseph Parishioners  
 
Monday      January 29th 
       9:00 am     Frances Kika Yee  +  
 
Friday      February 2nd 
       9:00 am     Holy Souls in Purgatory  
 
Saturday     February 3rd 
       9:00 am     Honorata Ferrer  +  

             +  + 

St. Joseph the Worker 
Beautiful Liturgy - Reconciliation - Healing 

Have a Special Prayer Request?  
 
You can easily place a special prayer request thru our new St. 
Joseph the Worker Parish APP on your mobile device.  Our 
APP name is: SJW ï Berkeley 

TODAYõS READINGS  
First Reading ð Moses spoke to all the people, saying: ñA 
prophet like me will the L, your God, raise up for 
youò (Deuteronomy 18:15-20). 
Psalm ð If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts 
(Psalm 95). 
Second Reading ð Brothers and sisters: I should like you to 
be free of anxieties (1 Corinthians 7:32-35). 
Gospel ð The people were astonished at Jesusô teaching  
(Mark 1:21-28). 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
 

Sunday: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
Catholic Schools Week 
 

Wednesday: St. John Bosco 
 
Friday: The Presentation of the Lord;  
 First Friday 
 
Saturday: St. Blaise; St. Ansgar; First Saturday;  
 Blessed Virgin Mary  

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER 

On Wednesday Evenings  
Holy Hour, Confessions and Rosary Prayer Group 

Every Wednesday evening we have Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament from 6:00 ï 7:00pm with Confessions available 

from 6:00 ï 6:45pm. 

 
 The Rosary & Devotion Prayer Group meets at 

7:00pm  following the Holy Hour. ï All are welcome. 

Santõ Egidio Community 

 
 The Community of Santô Egidio meets every Thursday  

at 7:00pm for prayer in our church chapel.  All are invited  

to join for prayer and for some Christian fellowship. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
 

Gloria Maldonado, our office secretary is ready to welcome 

and assist our parishioners and visitors. St. Joseph the Worker 

Parish Office Hours are from Tuesday thru Friday 9:00am to 

6:00pm (closed noon to 1:00pm for lunch).  

Dear Visitors and Guests: 
 

 Our basic mission at St. Joseph the 

Worker is to offer God's people beautiful 

liturgies, healing & reconciliation. If you 

have been blessed by your visit to St.  

Joseph, please consider blessing our parish 

with a gift.  Through generous donations by faithful people 

like yourself, we intend on restoring this historic church back 

to its former glory, little by little. 

 
 You can make a safe, fast and easy one (1) time dona-

tion or a recurring donation with the ease of your smart 

phone through PUSHPAY.  Follow these steps below: 

 
Step 1) Enter the number:  77977 
Step 2) Enter the letters ñSJWò in the message section. 



 

 

Need A New Baptism, First Communion,  
Confirmation or Marriage Certificate? 

 Sacramental certificates from St. Joseph the Worker 

can be obtained from our parish office usually within 

one or two business days.  We kindly ask for a $25  

donation for each requested certificate which will go  

towards the support of St. Joseph the Worker Church.   

Please contact Gloria Maldonado our parish  
secretary at (510) 843-2244 or email  
gloria@stjosephtheworkerchurch.org 

Illuminate our church with devotion  
and prayers.  

Your votive candle is a silent but visible sign of 
prayer and devotion.    

Why Light a Votive Candle?  
 A Votive Light is a "silent sentinel" and can burn 

for your special intentions or for someone who is in need 

of  prayers.  This is a thoughtful expression of your sen-

timents and best wishes for any occasion.  Your Votive 

Light can be an act of faith and charity - the light is a 

symbol of the sacrifice you have made in behalf of 

someone else - and it is a silent reminder of your prayers 

for them.   

Unlike a regular purchase, 

a votive candle donation is  

an "offering" made to God 

through the intercession of 

the Saints which also helps 

support our St. Joseph the Worker Church's mission of 

beautiful liturgies, reconciliation and healing. 

 Your prayerful votive offerings are "lighting up" 

our church with beauty and prayer.  Thank you, and may 

God bless you. 

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE  
 

 Are you faced with a desperate 

situation? The prayers to St. Jude  

printed below help remind us that 

nothing is impossible with God, 

even help when youôre at your witôs 

end. Considering that thanksgiving 

notes appear in newspapers to this 

patron saint of desperate cases, 

praying to him must have some effect! 

 

This prayer, courtesy of the Dominican Shrine of Saint 
Jude Dominican Friars, is wonderfully straightforward: 
 
 Most holy Apostle, Saint Jude Thaddeus, friend of 

Jesus, I place myself in your care at this difficult time. 

Help me know that I need not face my troubles alone. 

Please join me in my need, asking God to send me:  

consolation in my sorrow, courage in my fear, and heal-

ing in the midst of my suffering. Ask our loving Lord to 

fill me with the grace to accept whatever may lie ahead 

for me and my loved ones, and to strengthen my faith in 

God's healing powers. Thank you, Saint Jude Thaddeus, 

for the promise of hope you hold out to all who believe, 

and inspire me to give this gift of hope to others as it has 

been given to me. 

V. Saint Jude, Apostle of Hope 

R. Pray for us! 

Give back to God & help  
support St. Joseph the Worker. 

TEXT: 77977 
 
Thank You! 



 

 

January 28, 2018 - Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  
 The homily at Mass is delivered during what we call 
the Liturgy of the Word. Most of the Liturgy of the 
Word is made up of readings from Holy Scripture. There 
are three scripture readings plus the Responsorial Psalm. 
Most often the First Reading comes from the Old Testa-
ment (although during Easter it tends to come from the 
Acts of the Apostles); the Second Reading is often from 
one of the New Testament letters; and the Gospel Read-
ing is always taken from one of the four Gospels ð  
Matthew, Mark, Luke or John. From the perspective of 
the Church the Liturgy of the Word ñfeeds the people of 
God from the table of His Wordò (Sacrosanctum Concil-
ium). The Responsorial Psalm occurs after the First 
Reading. The psalm is intended to help us to meditate  
on the Word of God. 
 
 Often there is a clear connection among the read-
ings, but on occasion it is somewhat difficult to connect 
them. In the readings for this Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time, the First Reading and the Gospel and the psalm 
are clearly closely connected; the Second Reading is to 
some extent more vague in its connection. 
 
 We are accustomed to hearing about Moses 
(Moshe in Hebrew). The first five books of the Old  
Testament are called the Pentateuch, which is formed by 
two Greek words, pente, which means five, and teuchos, 
which means book. The Pentateuch is also called ñthe 
five books of Moses.ò It consists of Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. 
 
 Our First Reading today is from the Book of Deuter-
onomy. Moses is considered by many to be ñthe greatest 
prophet and teacherò in the Old Testament; in fact 
the Torah describes him as ñthe greatest prophet who 
ever was and will beò His influence is so great on Juda-
ism that the religion is sometimes called Mosaism. At 
the beginning of this reading Moses says, ñA prophet 
like me will the LORD, your God, raise up for you from 
among your own kin; to him you shall listen.ò Moses is 
speaking of Jesus, and it is such a clear declaration that 
we need to pay attention to this reading and all others as 
well 
 Later in the reading Moses quotes God as saying, ñI 
will raise up for them a prophet like you from among 
their kin, and will put my words into his mouth; he shall 
tell them all that I command him.ò When we consider 
todayôs Gospel you will understand that statement more 
clearly. 
 
 On the one hand, the Second Reading from St. 
Paulôs First Letter to the Corinthians might appear to be 
dealing with a topic very distant from the First Reading 
and the Gospel. On the other hand, the inspired Word we 
find in scripture is always related. Many point to this 
section of the letter to explain the Catholic Churchôs 
stance on unmarried priests, but that is not really Paulôs  

point at all. For Paul the most important thing in life was 
not romantic love, but pleasing God. From his view, he 
personally could please God better by remaining single. 
He is not condemning those who are married, and he is 
certainly not saying someone cannot serve God and  
pursue his or her vocation and calling if they are  
married.  
 
 Paul does make it clear that each of us called and 
each of us must define and pursue that calling. He wants 
to put all this in what we might call an ñeternal perspec-
tive.ò Unfortunately, there are many single persons who 
think that being single is a distraction. Whether that is a 
temporary or a permanent state, it should be seen as a 
special opportunity to serve God. 
 

 There are two distinct parts to 
todayôs Gospel Reading from St. 
Mark. The first involves Jesus 
teaching clearly and with authority 
in the synagogue. We know from 
where His authority came and was 
based, but the people at that time 
were ñastonishedò because this 
occurred early on in His ministry. 
Perhaps a more telling moment is 
the second part of the Gospel 
when Jesus expels an evil spirit. In 
the time of Jesus there were many 

who offered the ability to expel evil spirits from some-
one, but they tended to use long and elaborate ceremo-
nies, and they often were not successful. In all of Holy 
Scripture Jesus never failed to cast out a demon. He did 
not need to rely on ceremonies, because He had the au-
thority of God, the same authority to which is referred 
earlier in this Gospel. 
 
 Jesus says quite simply, ñQuiet! Come out of him!ò 
That is enough and the reaction of the people is to be 
amazed and the beginning of having trust in the Lord, 
the same trust we need to have. God needs to be the  
authority in our own lives. We need to comprehend  
that and to adjust our lives to serve the Lord as good 
stewards and disciples. 



 

 

properties. Raphael was disguised as Tobiasô travel 
guide, and in this tradition he is often invoked by  
pilgrims. 
 
 On the way back home, Raphael and Tobias 
stopped at the home of Tobitôs kinsmen ð the parents 
of Sarah. Tobias and Sarah fell in love, and on their 
wedding night Tobiasô pledge of chaste love, stirred by 
Raphaelôs angelic power, defeated the demon. 
Returning home with his bride, Tobias laid the fish liver 
on Tobitôs eyes and his blindness was healed. At the 
marriage feast of Tobias and Sarah, the family turned to 
thank Raphael, who only then revealed himself as an 
archangel. 
 
 The word Raphael in Hebrew can be rendered as, 
ñGod heals,ò ñDivine Healer,ò or ñRemedy of God.ò His 
angelic mission on earth is to heal, which is very im-
portant for those suffering in any way. 
 
 Below is a prayer to St. Raphael for any intention 
you may have, especially for anyone you know who 
may be hurting right now. In light of recent events, all of 
us should pray for the healing of our country, and all 
those suffering in mind, body or spirit. 

Prayer 
 
Glorious Archangel St. Raphael, great prince of the 
heavenly court, you are illustrious for your gifts of  
wisdom and grace.  
 
You are a guide of those who journey by land or sea or 
air, consoler of the afflicted, and refuge of sinners. I beg 
you, assist me in all my needs and in all the sufferings of 
this life, as once you helped the young Tobias on his 
travels.  
 
Because you are the ñmedicine of Godò I humbly pray 
you to heal the many infirmities of my soul and the ills 
that afflict my body.  
 
I especially ask of you the favor (here mention your  
special intention), and the great grace of purity to  
prepare me to be the temple of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

St. Raphael, a powerful healer for anyone 
suffering right now.      

by Phillip  Kosloski 

                                           
The archangel's name in Hebrew 

means "Divine Healer." 
 Among the three archangels named in the Bible, St. 
Raphael is probably the least known. This is likely due 
to the fact that St. Raphael is only found in the Old Tes-
tament (and there only in a book not considered canoni-
cal by Jews or Protestant Christians), while Gabriel and 
Michael feature prominently in the New Testament. 
 
 Traditionally, Raphael had a separate feast celebrat-
ed on October 24, though recently his feast was com-
bined with those of the other two archangels on Septem-
ber 29. 
 
 St. Raphael is a powerful intercessor whom we 
should not forget, especially during times when we are 
most in need of healing. 
 
 Raphael is found in the Book of Tobit, where he 
reveals himself as a healer of mind, body and spirit. The 
first part of the biblical story narrates the life of Tobit, a 
righteous Jewish man who took upon himself the burial 
of the dead even when it was forbidden by his Assyrian 
captors. Tobit became blind after bird droppings fell into 
his eyes. The blindness lasted for several years and sent 
Tobit into a deep anguish, creating in him a desire to die. 
 
 At the same time there was a woman named Sarah 
who was tormented by a demon. She married seven 
times, but each time her bridegroom was killed by the 
demon on their wedding night, before the marriage 
could be consummated. She too was deeply depressed 
and wished for death. 
 
 St. Raphael was sent to both. He brought about  
their healing by accompanying Tobitôs son, Tobias, on  
a journey to find a special kind of fish liver with healing  


